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Balochistan rights package: Ensure 
resources for locals 

ISLAMABAD, Aug 17: A roundtable discussion on the potential of the natural 
resources of Balochistan held here on Wednesday demanded an equitable resource 
redistribution mechanism for the people of Balochistan so that the public grievances 
and issues of under-development could be redressed better. 

The roundtable was organised by the Center for Research and Security Studies (CRSS) 
and ActionAid Pakistan as part of government-civil-society consultations on issues raised 
in the ‘Balochistan rights package’ so as to lobby for effective implementation of the 
promises made in the package. 
Sheikh Asad Rehman of the Sungi Development Foundation and Naseer Gillani of the 
Planning Commission’s National Programme for Drought Recovery System considered it 
“mandatory” for the government to ensure better utilisation of the 
resources available in contrast to “the apathy it shows” to the resource exploitation in 
Balochistan. 
They alleged that the government had leased out major resources of Balochistan to 
foreign companies when the share of the Balochistan government in revenue collection 
was next to nothing. They termed revenue allocation mechanism with regard to major 
mining projects like Saindak as sham where the provincial government of Balochistan is 
entitled to mere two per cent of the total revenue collection. 
Atle Hetland, a Norwegian social scientist currently working in Pakistan, said Norway 
and other Scandinavian countries provide good examples as far as agreement on local 
natural resources was concerned. Adapting their “good practices” would help alleviate 
concerns and apprehensions of the Balochistan population, he suggested. 
Other speakers were critical of handling of the Koh-i-Dalil gold reserves which were 
leased out to an Australian company. 
They alleged that terms and condition agreed benefit the company at the cost of the 
people of Balochistan. 
They also asked the government to suspend the fishing licenses issued to multinationals 
and develop fishing industry in Balochistan to generate more financial resources for 
development activities in the province. 
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